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POLITICAL. 


FOR THE BOSTON SPECTATOR. 


PROCEEDINGS AT HARTFORD. 
Tue New England Convention adjourned 


last week, and have laid the result of their de- ' 


jiberations before the publick. It is not with- 
in the compass of our limits to insert their en- 


Se 


tire publication, which consists of a pamphlet | 


of thirty pages, every one of which merits the 
perusal and attention of their fellow citizens ; 
the reasonings and facts are of the utmost im- 
portance,—calculated to animate patriotism, 
instruct the publick mind, and assuage the 
asperity of party spirit. 

Our readers, we trust, will give the whole 
paper their serious consideration ; but we deem 
it proper to republish the conclusion of the 
report, adopted by the Convention, and the 
Resolutions which follow it. 


* Such is the general view whicl this Convention 
has thought proper to submit, of the situation of these 
States, of their dangers and their dutics. Mosf ofthe 
subjects which it embraces have separately reccived 
an ample and luminous investigation, by the great and 
able assertors of the rights of their Country, in the 
National Legislature ; and nothing more could be 
attempted on this occasion, than a digest Of general 
principles, an’ ~f recommendations, suited to the pre- 
sent state of | k afiairs. The peculiar difficulty 
and delicacy of performing, even this undertaking, will 
be appreciated by all who think serivusly upon the 
erisis. Negotiations for Peace are at this hour sup- 

sed to be pending, the issue 6f which must be deeply 
Reaeractions to all, No measures shbotitt be adopted, 
which might unfavoursbly «ffect thatissue; none which 
should embarrass the Administration, if their processed 
desire for peace is sincere ; and none, which on sup- 
position of their insincerity, should afford them pre- 
texts for prolonging the war, or relieving chemselves 
from the responsibility of a dishonourable peace. It is 
also devoutly to be wished, that an occasion may be 
atforded to all friends of the country, otall parties, and 
in all places, to pause and consider the awful state, to 
which pernicious counsels, and blind passions, have 
brought this people The number of those who per- 
ceive, and who ure ready to retrace errours, musi, it is 
believed, be yet sufficient to redeem the nation It is 
necessary to rally and unite them by the assurance, 
that no hostility to the Constitution is meditated, and 
to obtain their aid, in placing it under guardians, who 
alone can save it from destruction. Should this fortu- 
pate change be effected,the hope of happiness and hon- 
our may once more dispel the surrounding gloom. 
Our nation may yet be great, our union durable, But 
should this prospect be utterly hopeless, the time will 
not have been lost, which shall have ripened a general 
sentiment of the necessity of more mighty etiorts to 
rescue from ruin, at least some portion of our beloved 
Country. 

Therefore Resolved— 

Tuar it be and hereby is recommended to the 
Legislatures of the several States represented in this 
Convention, to adopt all such measures as may be 
necessary effectually to protect the citizens of said 
States from the operation and effects of all acts which 
have been or may be passed by the Congress of 
the United States, which shall contain provisions, 
subjecting the militia or other citizens to forcible 
drafts, conseriptions, or impressments, not authorised 
by the Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, That it be and hereby is recommended to 
the suid Legislatures, to authorize an immediate and 
earnest application to be made to the Government of 
the United Statcs, requesting their consent to some 
arrangement, whereby the said States may, separately 
of in concert, be empowered to assume upon them- 
selves the defence of their territory »rnsinst the ene- 
my; and a reasousble portion of th: taxes, collected 
within said States, may be paic into the respective 


treasuries thereof and appropriated to the payment of : William Prescott, 


the balance due said States, and to the future defence 
of the same. ‘lhe amount so paid into the said treasu- 
ries to be credited, and the disbursements made as 
aforesaid to be charged to the United States. 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recommended 
to the Legislatures of the aforesaid States, to pass laws 
(where it has not already been done) authorizing the 
Governours or Commanders in chief of their militia to 
make detachments trom the same or to form volunta- 
ry corps, as shall be most convenient and conformable 
to their constitutions, arndto cause the same to be well 
armed, equipped and disciplined, and held in readi- 
ness tor service ; and upon the request of the Gover- 
nour of either of the other States to employ the whole 
of such detachment or corps, as well as the regular 
forces of the State, or such parts thereof as may be re- 
quired and can be spared consistently with the safety 
of the State, in assisting the State, making such re- 
quest, torepel any invasion thereof which shall be 
made or attempted by the publick enemy. 

Resolved, Yhat the following amendments of the 
Constitution of the United States be recommended to 
the States represented as aforesaid, to be proposed by 
them for adoption by the State Legislatures, and, in 
such cases as may be deemed expedient by a Conven- 
tion chosen by the people of each State. 

And it is further recommended, that the said States 
shali persevere in their efforts to obtain such amend- 
ments, until the same shall be effected, 

First. Representatives and direct taxes shall be ap- 
portioned among the several States which may be in- 
cluced within this Union, according to their respective 


numbers of free persons, including those bound to 


serve for a term of years and excluding Indians not 
taxed, and ail other persons. 

Second. No new State shall be admitted into the 
Union by Congress in virtue of the power granted by 
the Constitution without the concurrence of two thirds 
of both Houses. 

Third. Congress shall not have power to lay any 
embargo on the ships or vessels of the citizens of the 
United States, in the ports or harbours thereof, for 
more than sixty days. 

Fourth. Congress shall not have power, without 
the concurrence of two thirds of both Houses, to inter- 
dict the commercial intercourse between the U. States 
aod any foreign nation or the dependencies thereof 

Fifth. Congress shall not make or declare war, or 
authorise acts of hostility against any foreign nation 
without the concurrence of two thirds of both Houses, 
except such acts of hostility be in defence of the terri- 
torres of the United States when actually invaded. 

Sixth, No person who shall hereafter be naturaliz- 
ed, shall be eligible as a member of the Senate or 
House of Representatives of the United States, nor 
capable of holding any civil office under the authority 
of the United States. 

Seventh. The same person shall not be elected 
President of the United States a second time - nor 
shall the President be elected from the same State, 
twu terms in succession. 

Kescived, That if the application of these States to 
the yovernment of the United States, recommended in 
a foregoing Resolution, should be unsuccessful, and 
peace should not be concluded, and the detence of 
these States should be neglected, as it has been since 
the commencement of the war, it will in the opinion 
of this Convention be expedient for the Legislatures of 
the several States to appoint Delegates to 
Convention to meet at Bostor, in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, on the third Thursday of June next, with 
such powers and instructions as the exigency of a cri- 
sis so Momentous may require 

Resolved, Yhat the Hon. George Cabot, the Hon. 
Chauncey Goodtich, and the Hon. Daniel Lyman, or 
anv two of them be authorised to call another meeting 
of this Convention to be holden in Beston, at any time 
befure new Delegates shall be chosen, as reeommend- 
ed inthe above resolution, if in their judgment the 
situation of the Country shall urgently require it, 

Hanrrenp, Jan, 4th, 1815. 
George Cabot, 


Nathan Danes, 


anothar 
erbsteaiOa 


James Hillhouse, 
John T rendwell, 


Zephaniah Swift, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Calvin Goddard, 
Roger M_ Sherman, 
Daniel Lyman, 
Samuel Ward, 
Edward Manton, 
Benjami West, 
enjamin Hazard, 


Harrison G. Otis, 
Limothy Bigelow, 
Jeshua Thomas, 
Samuel S. Wilde, 
Joseph Lyman, 
Steph. Longfellow, jr. 
Daniel Waido, 
Hodijah Baylies, 
George Bliss, Milis Olcott, 
Chauncey Goodrich, William Hall, jr. 


RE*‘!IARKS ON THF. REPORT, &c. 

As the Resolutions which accompany the 
Report, and embrace the only measures pro- 
posed at present by the Convention, were first 
given to the publick without the reasons, which 
induced them not to recommend any thing of 
a more decisive character, it was not surpris- 
ing, considering our calamitous situation; and 
the anxiety of the publick mind for immediate 
relief, that a considerabie portion of the com- 
munity thought them too tame. A perusal of 
the pamphlet, we presume, has produced or 
will produce, a general conviction that the 
course adopted by the Convention was dictated 
by the soundest wisdom, and that their recom- 
men.'ations point out the most judicious, safe, 
justifiable and practicubie methods of obtain- 
inga vedress of our wrongs, and the utmost 
alleviation of our sufferings that present cir- 
cumstances admit. 

We cannot consider the report too tame,, 
for it contemplates, conditionally, the strong- 
est steps that any intelligent friend to his 
country could wish cver to see realized. Fe 
proposes for immediate attention several im- 
portant measures, probably as much as will be. 
supported by the degree of unanimity which 
would be requisite to Carry any thing into 
effect. It was for the discernment of this body 
to ascertain, not only what might in theory be 
right and expedient, but what would be prac- 
tically adapted to the views, the feelings, and 
the energy of those, for whose conduct they 
were assembied to devise a plan. In this re- 
spect, we sincerely believe, and trust the 
event will prove, that they have been admi-. 
rably successful. 

But we cannot content ourselves with an 
expression of general approbation ; we have 
experienced the warmest respect and grati- 
tude towards the authors of the exceljent ap- 
peal, now before us, while examining its con- 
tents, and we wish te be indulged in pointing 
out, more particularly, why we have been so- 
i much gratified. 

The introduction sets-in its true light, the 
delicacy of the circumstances under which the 
Convention were assetmbled to act. The reahi 
character of important. measures very often 
depends more on the circumstances attending 
them, than on‘the nature of the measures 
themselves. The very step, which at one 
time is indispensably necessary, at another, 
may be not only useless but criminah. Is is 
almost certain that if ever we are blest with a 
good administration, under a republican form 
of government, we shall see demagogues com- 
Lining against the constituted authorities, and 
their measures, and they will olaim counte-. 
nance from the precedent, which they will. 
allege exists in this Hartford Convention 
This is an evil, which every well informe” 


“a 

































218 


man must have contemplated, and in spite of all 
precaution, it will have some cffeets om the 
minds of the undiscriminating imultitide ; it 
was therefore wise and necessary to define in 
streng and explicit terms the bounds which 
the convention set to their views. They have 
faithfully discharged this obligation, by laying 
down a series of principles, which can neither 
be perverted to the purposes of jacobinism, 
when no real grievance exists, nor be quoted 
against those who may at any time find open 
resistance an imperious duty. ' These pritci- 
ples até valuable, and shou!d be kept con- 
stantly if the view of a republican peeple, to 
aid them indistinguislhing between the friends 
and the foes of theit liberty. 

We have ever been decidedly of opinion, 
and have cotistanitly so expressed ourselves, 
that a dissolution of the unidn of the states 
would be one of the greatest evils that would 
befal us, though not the greatest. We do 
hot hesitate to say it would be a far less 
evil, than to endure forever, that destructive 
System of policy under which we have been 
sinking, for the last seven years, and are now 
experiencing. The only question therefore is, 
whether it is best, at once, to encounter the 
former, which would, in its nature, be an in- 
terminable evil, or submit for atime to the 
latter, which may possibly be removed : not 
posrvey submit ; fer in that case we sce no 

ope of amelioration ; but adhering to the 
principle of Union, until we have used the last 
means for redress, and manfully given our ul- 
timatum tothe authors and abettors of our 
wrongs. The arguments on both sides of this 
subject are briefly and forcibly stated in the 
report, preponderating decidedly, as we con- 
celve, against a rash attempt to dissotve the 
federal compact. 

But unconstitutional, oppressive, dangerous 
Measures of administration may be opposed, 
@ven to forcible resistance, without disloyalty 
to the constitution of the federal government ; 
and when exercised in gross aggressions on 
the state sovercignties, the latter are « in duty 
bound to interpose.” The report ably discus- 
ses Some of the prominent assumptions, in the 
several conscription bills, which have been be- 
fore Congress, as of this description; and as 
demanding, if ultimately adopted by that body, 
a firm and decided opposition from the indi- 
vidual states.’ A more spirited recommenda- 
tion, on this alarmins subject, surely could not 
be desired ; yet no more is recommended than 
the New England states, certainly, and prob- 
bly, many others, if exposed to the test, will 
put into execution. 

On the interesting subject of defence, the 
report first reviews the injudicious, uneual, 
unjust and inefficient measures which have 
thus far characterized the management of the 
publick force. The picture is strong and sup- 
ported by notorious facts. It then contem- 
plates the present and future prospect—the 
ational government, at last, incapable, if ever 
$0 well disposed, of affording us the means of 
protection. “ The ranks of the American ar- 
my thinned by the casualties of war—recruits 
discouraged by the uncertainty of receiving 

y—the Narionat TREASURY, as appears 
se authentick documents, extorted by ne- 
cessity from those whose inclination might 
lead thém to conceal the embarrassments of 
the government, dankrupt, and it: credit pros- 
trute.’? The actual situation of these states 
arid the causes which made it such as it is, 
are then described, leading to the inference, 
which the Convention pronounce in the mest 
explicit terms, that “ tlie New England states 
cannot possibly defray the expense, requisite 
for their own protection, and continue to sus- 
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tain the burden of the national taxes.” Hav- 
ing said this, they do not consider it necessary 
to predict what must and will be the conse- 
quence, if the war continue, and the Govern- 
ment persist in both these requisitions. Their 
opinion however is obviously this—that each 
state must for itself decline the contest, or 
withhold from the grasp of the administration, 
such a portion of its pecuniary means as may 
be necessary for its local security. But as an 
expedient to prevent a resort to eithet of these 
s¢rious alternatives, we understand the Con- 
vention to propose, that the New England 
states should offer to the General government 
“ to assume their own defence, and be allow- 
ed a reasonable portion of the taxes raised in 
each state, to be appropriated to its defence, 
and to be accounted for to the United States.” 

We are happy to fiad that the Convention 
have recommended that the states, to whom 
their Report may be addressed, should at- 
tempt such an arrangement with the general 
government We discover in the course of 
the remarks contained in the Report, on this 
most urgent and interesting topick, all the 
spirit, that can be desired It is the touch- 
stone, which will develop our true siiuation, 
if New England adopts the proposed plan. It 
paves the way directly for those bold but inev- 
itable steps, which a large portion of the peo- 
ple now wish, and which all will demand, if 
the war continue, into summer. Nothing 
that we write will ever be read in England or 
in Ghent. therefore we feel at liberty to pre- 
dict, that our government is too determined 
upon the humiliation and vassalage of New 
England to Icave in our own bands, our only 
means of defence. It may be asked, and it 
ought, for form’s sake, to be asked as a fa- 
vour, or demanded as a right ; but in either 
case, it will be refused ; and these states can 
then do no other, than interdict the surrender 
of their pecuntary resources, or purt with 
these, and make the bes; possibile terms with 
the enemy. A peace, settled by negouation at 
Ghent, or neutrality by local arrangement, is 
not far distant, or the tone of the New Eng- 
land Convention excessively moderate, as it has 
been deemed,is beyond the sp rit of the pcople. 


But it is not so. The minds of our fellow- 
citizens are faithfully represented in this Re- 


port. Our government protess to be now ne- 
gotiating for Peace. Though the enemy are 
making very formidable prepsrations for the 
next Campuign, at present, they are quiet, and 
we coasider ourselves, for three or four months 
longer, free from danger. By May we shall 
know, whether the overtures which the British 
have repeatedly offered, are met by a spirit of 
reconciliation or not. By May we shall know 
whether our government wiil allow us to use 
our own means o: defence, since they leave us 
to defend ourselves; or whether they will 
continue to plunder us, and expose us naked 
to the rage of an incensed and powerful ene- 
my. By May the enemy will be prepared to 
fall on our sea board, and execute the threats, 
which have long been conditionally impend- 
ing ; and by May. there will not be a man in 
Massachusetts who will not see that the reign 
of “ Necessity” has begun, that necessity 
which justifies any thing—every thing tbat 
self preservation requires, 
To be conctuded in vex: number. 


THE TREASURY. 

Since the reign of democrary, there have 
been three secretaries of the treasury. The 
first was an Jia/ian ; the second a Scotchman, 
the third a Zortolese, or En stishman of French 
extraction. It is some consolation to the ma. 


tives, amidst ali tacir distress, dishonour and | BF&S%, 









bankruptcy, the treasury has been beggared by 
foreigners, It is by foreign renegadoes that 
our elections are decided. It was for the pro- 
tection of foreign fugitives and deserters that 
war is said to have been declared. And it jg 
by raising foreign adventurers to the head of 
the treasury, that the money has all disappeared 
and the credit of the government has sunk too 
low to be raised again. When our elections 
are decided by foreigners, and the government 
is managed by foreigners, is at atl surpris. 
ing that we have no national character ? Fed. 
Refrudlican. 
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GENERAL REGISTER, 


BOSTON,SATURDAV, JANUARY 14,1815, 

FOREIGN. Nothing recent from Europe, 
From Canada, we learn that General Procter 
has been brought to a court martial, for his 
flight before General Harrison, nearly a year 
since, and from the ample and specifick na- 
ture of the testimony which had been given, 
his condemnation was supposed unquestiona- 
ble. On the 25th of December, the Psyche, 
said to be a very beautiful frigate, was launch. 
ed at Kingston. Four hundred regular Brit- 








ish troops have arrived and taken post at 
Mackinaw. 
DOMESTICK. The arrival of the Brit- 


ish expedition, in West Florida, is now pla- 
ced beyond a doubt—their force from 10 to 
12,000. We are not informed what was the 
number of American troops at New Orleans, 
A detachment from Kentucky, under General 
Thomas, passed the mouth of Cumberland 
river, the latter part of November, and 3000 
Tennesee Militia, under General Caroll, arriv- 
ed at Clarksvilie in Tennessee, on their pas- 
sage down the river, about the same time A 
body of 2500 men, commanded by General 
MsIntosh left fort Hawkins in Georgia for 
Mobile, on the 18th December. It is doubt- 
ful whether they may not be intercepted. 

Last Thursday, agreeably to the President's 
Proclamation, observed the 
Union, as a day of national Fasung, Humilia- 
tion and Prayer. 

The Legistature of this state will assemble, 
for the regular winter session, next Wednes- 
day 

Governour S:nith has issued a Proclamation, 
requiring the Legislature ofConnecticut to meet 
at Hartford, the 25 hb inst. 

The report of the rencontre between the 
Constitution and Maidstone frigate has evapo- 
rated. 

A vague report that the Preliminaries of a 
treaty of Peace had been signed at Gheut, 
received at Philadelphia, excited some inter- 
est in this town on Wednesday and Thursday, 
but it is not credited. 

The New-England Convention adjourned 
on the 45h instant. Their report is before 
the publick, and affords ample proof that the 
confidence placed in the wisdom, moderation, 
and firmness of that body was well deserved. 

The act increasing the Postage on Jetturs 
one half, gocs into operation, on the first of 
next month. 

The House of Delegates of Maryland per- 
severe in displaying a bold front against the 
menaced usurpations of the General govern- 
ment. On the 2nd instant, Mr. John. Hanson 
Thomas brought forward a proposition, ex- 
pressing the utmost detestation of the despo- 


was throughe ut 


tick principles, embraced in the several con- 


seription bills, which had been ayrit ted in Con- 
and conciuding with the tolLowing how 





eurable testimony of respect to Mr. King, of 
the Senate, for his manly and successful stand, 
in defence of the liberties of his countrymen. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this house, in 
pebalf of the freemen of Maryland, be, and 
they are presented (to the Hon. Rufus King, of 
the Senate of the U. States, for the seasona- 
ble and successful interposition of his experi- 
enced wisdom and elevated influence of char- 
acter, in averting the meditated operation of a 
measure, hostile go the immunities of constitu- 
tional freedom, offensive to the pure genius of 
independence, and fraught with consequences 
baleful and appalling to the social order, tran- 
q: Kity and well being of this United Repub- 


. 

And this house would accompany the re- 
spectful tribute, which it has specisily offer- 
ed, with a general expression of the grateful 
sense which it also entertains of the distin-. 
guished merit of other members of the minor- 
ity, who so steaciastly and ably co-operated at 
every renewal of the struggle in both branch- 
es of congress, in combatting against the in- 
sidious intreduction of an authoritative con- 
script establishment, more specious in the 
form of its approach, but not essentially differ- 
ent from that, whose intense Oppression has 
just vanished from the continent of Europe, 
with its guilty author, the blood-stained Usur- 

er of France. 

Ordered, That the Ho». the Speaker of this 
house, be requested to transmit to the Hon. 
Rufus King, an authenticated copy of the 
present proceeding. ‘ 

CONGRESS. A new National Bank plan 
has been discussed in Congress and passed to 
a third reac” 

A Uniform Bankrupt Law has been twice 
read and referred to a committee of the whole. 

A bill has been engrossed for a third read- 
ing, in the house, the professed object of which 
js to. prevent intercourse with the enemy, in 
the northern frontier. It threatens another 
alarming stretch of power, by authorizing the 
employmeut of military force, at the pieasure 
of tne President, or of the officers appointed 
under the act. 


wc The Editor to his Subscribers. 

I have already announced to the Patroas of this pub- 
lication, that it will be discontinued, at the close of 
next month. 

All the leisure that Icould reserve from other oc- 
cupations, for upwards of a year, I have emploved, 
with no inconsiderable satisfaction to myself, in writ- 
ing and selecting for this paper. I have not yet re 
ceived a cent in recompense for my labour ; but in ad. 
dition to what has been paid by subscribers, have ad- 
vanced about a hundred dollars to my publishers, to 
whom I am yet several hundred dollars in arrears, 
Their claims upon me have become vuneernt, and | 
shall esteem it a great ravoun, if Subscribers both in 
town and country will take an early opportunity, and 
send to them or me, the amount of the whole sub- 
scription, which from the first No. Jan. Ist 1814 to No 
61, which will be the last, is 3 dollars 50 cents. If 
my friends will be so kind, the trouble of the pecunia- 
ry concern will cease with the pleasure of editorship 


——-—— 


LITERARY AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
FOR THE BOSTON SPECTATOR 
TULLY, No. IV. 

Eger quia non omnis convalescit, non idcir- 
co villa medicing est. De Nar. Deorum. 

It does not fallow, because every patient does not 
recover, that there is no power IN Medicine 

Ix the literal sense, the world generally 
evince their belief. in this adage ; for Physi- 
cians are never out of feshion. T,awyers are 


in some Countries proscribed, but Doctors nev- 
Extreme credulity in the power of med- 


er. 
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icine is a much more common foible, than 
want of confidence. 

-In a figurative sense, our motto admits of a 
great variety of_application, equally true ; but 
itis our intention, at present, to give it a se- 
rious turn, as it may very well be expressed, 
in allusion to CHRISTIANITY. 

_ Our holy religion, ever since its promulga- 
tion, has been subject to the assaults of infi- 
delity, which employs every weapon, with a 
singular malignity, in its warfare against prin- 
ciples, that tend, in the highest degree, to 
dignify human nature, and increase human 
felicity. The subtilty of the logician, the van- 
ty Of the philosopher, the sneers of the wit, 
and the shallow contempt of the profligate, 
have all been levelled against this system, 
though no substitute has ever been proposed, 
which civilized society has considered adequate 
to 1s exalted purposes and evident utility. 

Among the host of assailants, with whom it 
has had to contend, are those who upbraid re- 
ligion itself with the moral imperfections of 
those who enlist under its banners. In reply 
to such, we may with propriety borrow the 
language of the Roman philosopher. The 
mere profession of Christianity, or even a spec- 
ulative betief in its truth, is not sufficient, itis 
true, to raise man above the reach of tempta- 
tion ; it has not, that we can conceive, any mi- 
raculous power over the mind, which at once 
converts its nature into that of a superiour 
order of beings, 

nec funditus omnes 
Corporez excedunt pestes 








Its operation on the heart, and consequently 
on the fruits of the heart, will generally be 
progressive, fur passions when naturally strong 
or become so by indulgence are not readily 
contro!led, even by the clearest convictions of 
the understanding. But let any christian so- 
ciety be compared, as to their moral rectitude 
with the same number of avowed infidels, and 
who will sey this divine medicine is without 
power ? Woo can say that any individual, pro- 
fessiug christianity, is not a more correct man, 
than he himself would have been, had he 
spurned the christian character ? 

If we consider the subject more attentively, 
we shall find that this ground of aspersion is 
altogether unfounded. The christian code, as 
every candid and well informed unbeliever 
(if it be not an excess of charity to admit such 
a description of men) .will confess, embraces 
the most perfect system of morality that has 
ever yet appeared. A law is not to be cen- 
sured, because actions are committed which it 
interdicts. But it is asked, if the nominal 
christian transgresses, where is the power of 
his religion? The reply is, it is the want of 
religion, and not its inefficacy, that occasions 
errour., A man may be more or less my friend. 
Because he docs me an injury,. shall I then 
stigmatize friendship as an unprofitable virtue ? 
Shall I not rather say, that in this instance he 
Was not my friend? 

The simile we have quoted from Cicero, 
holds good in another respect, which has given 
rise to many aspersions -on christianity from 
the exceptionable conduct of its professors. 
The passions of men have combined, with its 
simple and pure precepts, innumerable impos- 
tures, which are sedulously inculeated, as a 
part of the system, though not to be found in 
the original guide of our faith. Happily for 
us, in this couctry of religions liberty, we 
have free access to the standard of truth. and 
may thus defend , «rainst che ceusures whieh 
justly rest on 
terested men. | 
for the absurdity o! 
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not contain, nor for the practical, errours of 

those who support them. When thus assail- 

ed, it is but just that it be heard in its own 

defence, and no other defence can be so pow- 

erful. 

AN INTERESTING MARK OP RESPECT TO THE 
MEMORY OF NELSON. 

A GENTLEMAN recently informed us of a 
circumstance, which came under his own ob- 
servation, that we do not recollect to have seen 
mentioned among all the honourable tributes 
of respect, paid to the heroick virtues of Lord 
Nelson. We do not know by whose authority 
it was executed, but there is something uncom- 
monly striking and refined in the idea. 

It is well known that Lord Nelson received 
the shot which was fatal to him, on the deck 
of the Victory. On the spot, where he fell, a 
portion of the surface of the deck has been 
removed, and a large star, of mahogany or 
some durable and ornamental wood, was sunk 
upon the plank. This is considered sacred 
ground ; a sentry is constantly standing by it, 
and neither man, officer, nor visitor is ever 
suffered to put his foot upon the star; a device 
which both designates the spot as an object of 
veneration, and brings to mind the glory of 
the event which it commemorates. 


THE GREEK LANGUAGE. 


The language of Greece is confessedly the 
most polished, exquisite, and powerful of all 
modes of speech known to the western nations, 
and probably no language that ever existed, 
can be placed in competition with it. It nnites, 
in a degree far surpassing other tongues, all 
the valuable properties of speeeh, harmony of 
sounds, copiousness, facility of formation, der- 
tvation and composition, and a happy flexibility, 
equally adapted to the boldest flights of oratory 
and poetry ; the graces of narrative and con- 
versation ; or the didactick precision of argu- 
ment—* a musical and prolifick language” as 
it is expressed by the historian, “ that gives a 
soul to the objects of sense, and a body to the 
abstractions of philosophy.” Aiken’s Rev. 
POVERTY OF 

BILITY. 
From Galt’s Travels, 

‘Ove evening, as [ happened to be return- 
ing home, I fell in with a precession of monks 
and soldiers bearing an image of St. Francis ; 
and, not having seen any thing of the kind 
before, I went with the crowd into a church, 
towards which the procession was moving. 
While reckoning the number of the friars as 
they entered, and having reached a hundred 
and seventy, all excellent subjects for soldiers, 
a well-dressed gentleman came up to me, and, 
bowing, pointed to some of the ornaments as 
objects worthy of a stranger’s curiosity ; but, 
perceiving me shy of entering into conversation 
with him, and the procession entering the 
church at the same time, he walked, or was 
forced by the current of the crowd, away. 

‘ The idol being placed near the high altar, 
the crowd beganto chaunta hymn. As they 
all fell on their knees, and my tight prejudices 
and small clothes would not permit me to-do 
the same, I turned into one of the side chapels, 
and, leaning against the railing of the altar, 
began to speculate on the spectacle before me, 
when the stranger again accosted me, Some- 
what disconcerted by the interruption, and by 
the forwardness of the man, T abruptly quitted 
my place. But, before I had movedtwo steps, 
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procession turning to go outat one of the side 
doors near where we were standing, before I 
could retreat, I found myself involved in the 
crewd, and obliged to go with the stream. 
When I reached the street, I found the stran- 

eragain at my side. This is very extraor- 
Sinary. thought I; and, without seeming to 
notice him, walked away. He followed; and 
when we had got out of the nucleus of the 
throng, he seized me firmly by the arm, and 
drew me aside. Enraged and alarmed at this 
mysterious treatment, | shook him fiercely 
from me. For about the time that one might 
count twenty, he seemed to hesitate ; and then, 
suddenly coming back, repeated, in Italian, 
with considerable energy, “1, 1 am the Baron 
M . This is my palace ; but I have nothing 
to eat !” I looked at the building, near the 
gate of which we were then standing: it was 
old and ruinous: there wasno lamp in the 
court-yard, and only a faint light glimmering 
in one of the windows. 

‘ Mistaking my silence and astonishment, 
he pulled out his watch, and, placing it in my 
hand, entreated me to give him some money. 
As I had no disposition to become a pawn- 
broker, I returned it with some expressions of 
surprise, and took out my purse with the in- 
tention of giving it to him, for it only con- 
tained two or three small pieces. But here 
all the solemnity of the adventure terminated. 
He snatched it out of my hand, and, emptying 
the contents into his own, returned it; and, 
wishing me good night, ran into the gateway.’ 


LORD BYRON’S COMPOSITIONS. 


The Edinburgh Reviewers appear now, not 

only to have become reconciled to Lord Byron, 
as an author, but to have enlisted ameng his 
warmest admirers, The last number repub- 
lished in this country contains the following 
general observations on his manner. 
‘An unparalleled rapidity of narra- 
tive, and condensation of thoughts and images 
—a style always vigorous and original, though 
sometimes quaint and affected, and more fre- 
quently strained, harsh, and abrupt—a diction 
and versification invariably spirited: and almost 
always harmonious and emphatick : Nothing 
diluted, in short, or diffused into weakness, 
but full of life, and nerve and activity—ex- 
panding only in the eloquent expression of 
strong and favourite affections, and every 
where else, concise, energetick, and impetu- 
ous—hurrying on with a disdain of little orna- 
ments and accuracies, and not always very 
solicitous about being comprehended by read- 
ers of inferior capacity.’ 

We are ready to subscribe to most of these 
opinions ; but are at a loss to know how the 
style of a poet can be “ frequently harsh,” yet 
* almost always harmonious.” We think, that, 
in reyiewing Lara, they will make some fur- 
ther qualifications. It possesses much of the 
same character as his Lordship’s other pro- 
ductions, but we doubt whetlrer it can be said, 
that it contains nothing di/uted or diffuse. The 
description of Lara’s manners after his return, 
in the Vth. Vith. Vilth. VIlIth. and IXth. 
stanzas of the first Canto, and resumed in the 
XVIth. XVIIth. XVIIIth. and X1Xth. appear 
to us protracted even to tediousness. 








POWER OF IMAGINATION IN CURING DIS- 
EASES. 


[A raer nexatep By Vanver Myz, M. D.] 
Dunine the siege of Breda, in 1625, the 
trison was afflicted with the scurvy ina 

most dreadful degree. When the Prince of 
Orange. heard of their distress, and understood 
that the city was in danger of being delivered 
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| up tothe enemy by the soldiers, he wrote let- 
ters addressed to the men, promising them 
the most speedy relief. These were accom- 
panied with medicines against the scurvy, said 
to be of great price, but of still greater effica- 
cy ; many more were yet tu be sentthere. The 
effects of this deceit were truly astonishing ! 
Three small phials of medicine were given to 
each physician, It was publickly announced 
that three or four drops were sufficient to im- 
part a healing virtue to a gallon of liquor. 
We now displayed our wonder-working bal- 
sams 3; nor were even the commanders let 
into the secret of the cheat put upon the sold- 
iers. They flocked in crowds about us, every 
one soliciting that a part might be reserved 
for their use. Cheerfulness again appeared on 
every countenance, and a universal faith pre- 
vailed in the sovereign virtues of the remedies. 
The herbs now beginning to spring up above 
the ground, of these we made decoctions, to 
which wormwood and camphor were added, 
that by the prevalent flavour of these, they 
might appear medicines of no mean efficacy. 
The stiff, contracted limbs were animated with | 
wax, melted in rapeseed or linseed oil. The | 
invention of new and untried physick was 
boasted, and, amidst a defect of every necessa- 
ry and useful medicine, a strange medley of | 
drugs was compounded. The effect however 
of the delusion was really astonishing, for many 
were quickly and perfectly recovered. Such 
as had not moved their limbs for a month be- 
fore, were seen walking the streets, sound, 
straight and whole. They boasted of their 
cure by the Prince’s remedy ; many who had 
declared they had been rendered worse by all 
former remedies, recovered in a few days to 
their inexpressible joy, and the no less gener- 
al surprise, by taking, almost by having brought 
to them, what we affirmed to be their gracious 
Prince’s cure, 
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POETRY. 
SELECTED. 


MORAL EFFUSION. 


A eam Of tranquillity smil’d in the West, 
The storm of the morning pursued us no more, 

And the wave, while it welcom’d the moment of rest, 
Still heav’d as remembering ills that were o’er. 


Serenely my heart took the hue of the hour, 
Its passions were sleep, were mute as the dead, 
And the spirit becalm’d but remember’d their pow’r, 
As the billow the force of the gale that is fled. 


I thought of the days when to pleasure alone 
My beart ever granted a wish or a sigh ; 
When the saddest emotion my bosom had known 
Was pity forthose who were wiser than I. 


I felt how the poor intellectual fire 
in luxury loses its heavenly ray ; 

How soon, in the ravishing cup of desire, 
The pearl of the soul may be melted away ! 


And I pray’d of that spirit who lighted the flame, 
That pleasure no more might its purity dim ; 

And that, sullied but little, or brightly the same 
! might give back the gem I had borrow'd from him! 


The thought was extatick ! I felt as if heav’n 
Had already the wreath of eternity shown ; 
As if passion all chasten’d and errour forgiv’n, 
My heart had begun to be purely its own ! 


{ look’d to the West, and the beautiful sky 

Which morning had clouded, wag clouded no more ... 
‘© O thus,” TP exclaim’|, “ can a heavenly Eve 

Shed light on the soul that was darken’d no more,” 
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MY AIN FIRE SIDE. 


By Miss Hamrrron. 


O, I hae seen great anes, and been in great ha’s, 
*Mang !ords and ’mang ladies a’ covered wi’ braws ; 
At feasts made for princes, wi’ princes I’ve been, 
Where the great shine 0’ splendour has dazzled my 

een. 
But a sight sae delightfu’ I trow I ne’er spied, 
As the bonnie blyth blink 0’ my ain fire side. 


Ance mair, Guid be thankit ! by my ain hantsome 
ingle 
Wi' the friends o’ my youth I cordially mingle : 
Nae form to compel me to seem wae or glad, 
I may laugh when I’m merry—and sigh when I’m sad, 
Nae falsehood to dreed, and nae malice to fear, 
But truth to delight me—and friendship to cheer, 
Of a’ rords to happincss ever was tried, 
‘There’s nane half sae sure as ane’s ain fire side. 


When I drew in my stool on my cozie hearth-stane, 
My heart loups sae light I scarce ken’t for my ain ; 
Care's flown on the winds—its clean out o’ sight, 

Past sorrows they seem but as dreams o’ the night 
I hear but kent voices—kent faces I sec, 

And mark fond affection glint saft frae ilk ee. 

Nae fleechings o’ flatuery—nae boastinys 0’ pride, 
Tis heart speaks to heart, at ane’s ain fire side. 


TRANSLATION 


Or «4 Hy», ny ARISTOTLE TO HIS FRIEND HerMtis 


Virtrve ! thou source of pure delight, 
Whose rugged mein can ne’er aflright 

The man with courage fir’d ; 
For thee the sons of Greece have run | 
To certain ills, which others s!iua, 

And gloriously expir’d. 


Where’er thy sacred sceds take root, 

Immortal are the flow’rs and fruit, 
Unfading are the leaves , 

Dearer than smiles of parent kind, 

Than balmy sleep, or gold refin’d, 
The joys thy triumph gives. 


For thee the twins of mighty Jove, 

For thee divine Alcides strove 
From vice the world to free ; 

For thee Achilles quits the light, 

And Ajax plunges into night, 
Eternal night for thee. 


Hermias, the darling of mankind, 

Shall leave a deathless name behind 
For the untimely slain ; 

As long as Jove’s bright altars blaze, 

His worth shall furnish grateful praise, 
To all the Muses’ train. 


The aphorism’ “non solum nobis nati sumus” of 
Cicero is t!.us beautifully amplified, by the Abbe De- 
lille. 

“ Mars, ne loublions pas, a la ville, au village, 

Le bonheur le plus doux est celui qu’ on prrtage. 

Heureux ou malheureux, I’ homme a besoin d’autrui ; 

I ne vit qu’ a noitié s'il ne vit que pour lui.” 
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